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the more true for agricultural products. A prereq Improving international trading opportuni

uisite is the existence of a quality infrastructure ties by reducing technical barriers to trade and

that meets international standards and thatmoni GHPRQVWUDW=eaLQJ FRPSOLDQFH
tors the production chains and furnishes the proof of international standards, technical regulations
required. If this infrastructure is notin placeorif DQG FRPPHUFLDO VSHFL¢ eFDWLR
it is underdeveloped, the lack of acceptable proof

can constitute a technical barrier to trade. Indeed, Afghan producers must ensure that their export

with the growing number of standards and tech €d Products comply with stated requirements,

nical rules imposed by the market and the ever whether standards, technical regulations orcon
higher demands, technical barriers to trade are WUDFWXDO REOLJDWLRQV &DSD

becoming a increasingly important issue. context is largely focused on the capabilities of
WKH WHVWLQJ FHUWL¢{FDWLRQ

In the case of a national quality infrastructure, we PHQW FDSDFLW\ RI WKH $1JKDQ 1
must at the very least, ensure access to interna Authority. Afghan products must meet or exceed
tional standards and technical regulations, -guar the requirements of international standards.

antee reliable measurements, and set up a system
that will allow accreditation of Afghan testing %XLOGLQJ D TXDOLWY LQIUDVWU:

DQG FHUWL¢FDWLRQ IDFLOLWARBaN eerRiges tp meph\ihgy demandsnok &
results of these bodies will be internationally-rec Multi-lateral trading system and to ensure and to

ognized and accepted. A quality infrastructure PTOVe that their products conform to international

also supports local industries and consumers. In Standards for both business buyers and of-regu

most cases, Afghanistan will have to utilize-vol ~1&tory authorities. This is a complex challenge

untary standards and mandatory technical regula that has to be met in several organizational di
tions that conform to international requirements. Mensions including the public and private sector
For instance, when exporting agricultural and sectors, academia, trade associations, and other

food products, it is necessary as a minimum to Stakeholders.

demonstrate compliance with international sani . . . .
. Private sector involvement is crucial to the ever
tary, phytosanitary and safety standards. Other

VSHFL:FDWLRQV PXVW DOVR EHLSUSGESH O\Anationgh qualiyprogram: gy are
lated to packaging and labeling. WKH XOWLPDWH EHQH¢{FLDULHV F

$V SDUW RI $IIJKDQLVWDQTV TXDOLW\ LQIUDVWUXFWXUH
there is a need access to credible conformity as

sessment services. These are needed for a variety

of purposes, including:

Demonstration that products, pro-cesses; ser

vices, commodities and personnel meet required

VSHFL{FDeWLRQV 7KHVH PD\LQFOXGH UHTXLUH=sPHQWYV
VSHFL{;HG XQGHU UHJXODWLRQV GRPHVWLF RU IRUHLJQ
SXUFKDVHUVY VSHFL{FDWLRQV WUDGH DJUHHPHQWY HWF



WKDW VRPH H[SRUWHUV ¢ QG manhtHhegdelemeh aréxhel gpmpoDants of what
not impossible to meet regional an international We call a National Quality Infrastructure.

standards and proof of compliance. What is a quality infrastructure? Metrology, stan

The three main components of the qua!ity dards, conformity assessment and quality man
infrastruc-ture are metrology, stan-dardization s4ement are vital to products and product pro

DQG FRQIRUPLWY DVVHVVaPHQWsed Kithofid SoRsuME¥ dRel nbtRiways aware
plementing a quality infrastructure for improv it vet these same consumers often use quality
LQJ HFRQRPLF HI¢FLHQF\ DQGpHYRXL FlkRF BOEREYEW RHUWL ¢ HL
world markets cannot be achieved without the making purchasing decisions. Each and all of the
ability to make reliable measurements and 1o be g ity infrastructure components are essential to

able to demonstrate that products con=form 10 4qyction and trade, and they are closely related.
WKH UHTXLUHPHQWY VSHFL{,HG LQ WKH VWDQGDUGYV

To improve export potential of Afghan, producers

These activities provide a vital link to global st meet the requirements of the target markets
trade, market access and export competitive iy terms of quality, safety, reliability, enviren

QHVV DV WKH\ FRQWULEXWH WdtaFd3ipUbfity &hd fbfere @t ey must

in product safety, quality, health and the environ ¢ ape 10 provide credible proof of this. This is all

SUPPLIER
d3NOLSND




The Quality Infrastructure IDFN RI EDVLF ODERUDWRU\ HTX
ments

IDFN RI D HVWDEOLVKHG QDWLRC
IDEN RI LQOWHUQDWLRQDO -DFFHS'

As part of its endeavor to increases exports, Af beling capabilities.
ghanistan needs to introduce international-stan /DFN Rl NQRZOHGJH Rl WKH EHQF

dards and conformity assessment procedures antyeneral and hence the lack of implementation of
promote their adoption and implementation in standards

order to take advantage of export opportunities
in the short and medium term and becoming a /PFN RI' DYDLODELOLWY DQG XVH
Member of WTO in the long-term. dards

IDFN Rl XVLQJ LQWHUQDWLRQDO
ment procedures.

IDEFN Rl XQGHUVWDQGLQJ DQG X!
,Q WKH FRXQWU\TV TXHVW WRgkQFMHEY I AR S RUMS Fw L F H
WUDGH VSHFL¢FDOO\ WR -PDUNHI ¥ o 4 WRIER GRIMK <53

ern Asian region there is the general lack of
technical capacity, skilled scientists, technicians, 7KHUH DUH 1DWLRQDO ,QGHSHQC

HQJLQHHUV VFLHQWL¢:F HTXLCtopsghgt issus eXpestrauihqrigationsy whish

pable of testing and certifying Afghan products LPSOLHV TXDOLW\ WKHVH DXWKI
in accordance with international standards. A have no conformity assessment procedures that
second technical challenge is the lack of in-eoun  sypport compliance to any standard, thus net ac

WUV WHVWLQJ DQG FHUWL ¢ F DWW Qutiid briakyRalsRat, ot \ard- qurdiW K

WKH SULYDWH DQG SXEOLF Vlflolrze\}/)\(/p%ryv $16% DV ZHOO DV
laboratories in other government agencies are not '
capable or accredited to perform product testing /DEN RI DFWLYH SDUWLFLSDWLRC

DQG LVVXH TXDOLW\ VDIHW\ FHIWNRIDW &6 WKW 2R XKIPAVERQV
recognized by potential global trading partners.  The essential ingredients for market competitive
ness and economic growth

Why does Afghanistan need a
quality Infrastructure?

There are many technical challenges facing af
ghan exports

Present export technical barriers to trade for Af
ghanistan include: For Afghanistan to compete and succeed in to

GD\YfV JOREDO PDUNHW WUDGHU
IDFN RI TXDOL¢{HG ODERUDWRéJbII-_I\H/UW/RP\QI\I/-l\MV\b[Q\%GRBIEI)\JVXbIé D I
products. . : .

ensure that their products meet the importing
IDFN RI WUDLQHG WHFKQLFDORRXRMWU\TV TXDOLW\ DQG VDIHW\

DV WKH FXVWRPHUVY H[SHFWDWI

/DEN RI KDQGV RQ H[SHULHQF;EQ WKH & 3% Rind bR suppliers
VXUHPHQW VFLHQFH PHWURORHG FUHDWH D OHYHO SOD\LQJ ¢



Consumer! Your Role Is In- Not only is the consumer prospective integrated
into the standardization process, but also partici

AXH Q WLDO pation in the process results in a more informed
Every cou societies wish to garner the ben consumer. These people are more likely to assist
HeWV RI WKH ZLGHU ZRUOG R inlth® Wsél ah@ ibplemBrfaiod of\stami@ds. Tha/

a result there is an increasing awareness of therole of the informed consumer should extend to
needs to discuss, compare and improve infrastruc encourage the demand for products and services
WXUHV LQ WKH FRQWH[W RI JR&EMDIQ tbthéesQIRaRdarisH | ¢ FLH Q

cy, and market access for goods and services for

both developed and developing countries. This is With due consideration to this fact, International

where metrology, standardization and conformity 2UJDQL]DWLRQ IRU 6WDQGDUGL]I

assessment come in. They enable sustained de UHVROXWLRQ LQ WR SURPRW
velopment and full participation in international SD W LRQ LQ VWDQGDUGYV ZRUN &
trade. UHAHFWHG LQ WKH GHFLVLRQ W

E\  QWHUQDWLRQDO (OHFWUR W
Apart from the technical aspects of establish (&

ing and enhancing the aforementioned systems,
making the quality infrastructure in a country, $W WKH LQWHUQDWLRQDG OHYH

consumer participation and contribution in the tionalplays animportant role in helping to chan

SURFHVV LV LPSRUWDQW -&R&HP ABE\BHEXTWrHIWVYWHQWR V!
vices and products will be consistent in quality, PHPEHUV LQ RYHU FRXQWU
GXUDELOLW\ DQG HDVH RI- xVHRWWBRBYWbRYDPHU KHPSYxWR FRR
tary rules and guidelines that help to ensure thattivities in the process. National and international
products and services are safe, healthy, and envi Standard bodies need to provide consumer par

ronmentally sound, with improved quality, dura ficiPation in the process. When consumer re
bility, operational compatibility in a lower cost SOUrces are limited, the priority areas should be
for consumers. determined and consumer participation must be

promoted.
While the contribution of experts from industry,

government and academia are essential to ensured LQFH $1JKDQ 1DWLRQDO 6WDQ
the technical validity of standards, an important $16$% KDV LQLWLDWHG SUHSDUI

element of the standards process is that all-inter Standards in the country and twenty one National
ested and materially affected parties must have 6WDQGDUGV ZHUH DSSURYHG E\

WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR WDNH BDBWP RQEBYK¥HEES o ERAARION L

contribution to the standard development-pro Food and Agricultural Products, Petroleum Prod
cess add a balanced, impartial view and help to UCts, Environment, Textile and Electro-technical,

SURGXFH YROXQWDU\ VWD QG B§ @upiaigqerglopapiiayreroppighgnsive
accurately the needs and desires of the entirgPUPliC awareness programs to encourage active
PDUNHWSODFH 8VHU DQG F FeNyRiBqq gnd RgrACPA{IENFAL copgymers and
VWDQGDUGL]DWLRQ EHQH ¢ WV UESSAPRIEQNERELiZaliQN Brocsss i& ABRABISE W \



these commodities. Access to more promising re mation transfer and global market intelligence.
gional and global markets has proved to be-chal Furthermore, the strategy will help to meet the
lenging for Afghan producers unable to realize needs of an evolving regulatory and policy en
and meet market needs. vironment and communicate effectively the role
DQG EHQH¢{;WV RI VWDQGDUGL]D!

The Government of Afghanistan is committed reqitation and conformity assessment practices.

to the market economy led by the private sector

and has been making efforts to promote invest 7KLV 6WUDWHJILF 30DQ KDV EHHC
ment and support the manufacturing and export + &RQVLGHULQJ WKH FRPSOF
industries. One of the valuable steps towardsthe QLFDO ZRUNV WKH QHHG 4RU DG
ambitious goal of building the capacity of Afghan man, and technology resources is quite obvious
private sector to take the lead in the economic and sensible. Implementation of this strategy is
activities was the establishment of the Afghan expected to bring in tangible improvements in
IDWLRQDO 6WDQGDUGYV $XW K RBuadlity\of AfgjHiaé $joodd hbdb sérvices; and thus
committed to tackling the technical challenges of facilitating access to more lucrative markets with
building a quality infrastructure, which will in  resultant positive impact on trade balance as well
clude metrology, accreditation, standardization, as to contribute to the efforts for consumer and

and conformity assessment including product environment protection efforts.

DQG V\VWHP FHUWL{FDWLRQ WHVWLQJ DQG TXDOLW\
2QFH DSSURYHG E\ 6XSUHPH &R

7KH SXUSRVH RI $16%TV 6WUDWBUGV3IGLRSLVWNRVBHRLF 30DQ Z
vide direction and leadership on how to use the in a conference to all stakeholders and donors in
international system of standardization to best Afghanistan.

advance the social and economic well-being of

Afghans in a global economy. This includes,

among other things, protection of health, safety

and the environment as well as the rewards of

trade and economic competitiveness.

6WUDWHI\ LV LQWHQGHG WR JXLGH WKH ZRUN RI FXUUHQW
and future participants in the full range of metrol

ogy, accreditation and standardization processes

— including development, application and imple

mentation of a National Quality

Infrastructure based on international standards,
and best practices. The strategy is aimed at ensur
ing that standardization activities are organized
to improve access to existing and new markets
for Afghan goods and service and to build eom
petitive advantage through technology and infor



A Turning Point For Development of Quality Infrastruc-

ture in Afghanistan

At the international level, standards are becom

safety and environment issues.

Equally important are the realities of the
$1IJKDQLVWDQ ¢(VFDO HQYLU
2002 reconstruction of the infrastruc

tures has been focused on by the inter
national community and deemed as the

main responsibility of the government

Rl $I1JKDQLVWDQ 6XVWDLQ
growth is considered a pillar of success

for the Afghan Government. Trade-fa
cilitation and economic reconstruction
including the rules and institutions that
enable market economy through diver
VL,HG GRPHVWLF SURGXFW
import substitutions and gradual export
promotion are prerequisite to achieve

such ambitious goal.

ORUH WKDQ WZR GHFDGHV F
stroyed production capabilities with-re

sultant dependence of imports. Afghani
VWDQ UXQV D WUDGH GH¢FL
WKH FRXQWU\ DUH ARRGHG 2
mostly smuggled, but inexpensive,-im

ported articles which make the environ

ment tougher for domestic competitors.
Production capability progressively -de

clined and the embryonic manufacturing
industry seems to be unable to compete

ing a pillar of the new global trading system. As 7| Wk WKH ARRG RI LPSRUWYV ZKL

barriers to trade and investment are eliminated

and information technologies continue to evolve,
standardization is taking on an increasingly im
portant role in global affairs. At the same time,

new international agreements and codes are set

ting out guidelines for a broad range of health,

WLYH DQG HI¢FLHQW TXDOLW\ FR
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