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�3�U�L�Y�D�W�H���6�H�F�W�R�U���,�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W��

Industry Determines and 

�&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�H�V���W���K�H�L�U���0�H�D�V�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W

Needs and services requirements 

�&�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���±�F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V���J�H�W-
ting what they paying for 

�,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V��
development technical committees 

Industry Product Testing &

���&�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���/�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�L�H�V���F�D�Q���E�H

���$�F�F�U�H�G�L�W�H�G�����&�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���%�H�F�R�P�H��

�,�6�2�����ù�ù�ú���&�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G��

�&�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�I���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\��

�7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V

Industry input concerning technical 
barriers to trade 

 �$�I�J�K�D�Q���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\
���$�1�6�$��

�7�U�H�D�W�\���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����������H

���J�����:�7�2�����6�$�)�7�$�����6�$�5�6�2��

 �5�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�L�Q�J���0�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���L�Q
 �&�R�P�P�H�U�F�H�����H���J�����S�H�W�U�R���S�X�P�S�V��

 �6�F�D�O�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�U�N�H�W��

 Develops national standards and
adopts international standards

 Facilitation of worldwide acceptance
�R�I���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�V�X�O�W�V

 Provide accurate, reliable

 measurement calibration services

The Afghan National Quality Infra-

structure

National Measurement Institute

�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q

�:�H�L�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G���0�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���6�\�V�W�H�P

�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���%�R�G�\

�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�Q�I�R�U�P�L�W�\���$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W��

�%�R�G�\

�&�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���3�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V���R�I���F�D�O�L�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

�D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V

These activities provide a vital link to global trade, market access and export competitiveness as

�W�K�H�\���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���S�U�R�G�X�F�W���V�D�I�H�W�\�����T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W��

Afghanistan needs to develop a national trade promotion strategy and national quality policy

�W�K�D�W���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���R�I���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�I�J�K�D�Q���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\

to build the necessary infrastructure for those products that would make a real impact to the export

performance of the country, with  assistance of a willing donor community.
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the more true for agricultural products. A prereq-
uisite is the existence of a quality infrastructure 
that meets international standards and that moni-
tors the production chains and furnishes the proof 
required. If this infrastructure is not in place or if 
it is underdeveloped, the lack of acceptable proof 
can constitute a technical barrier to trade. Indeed, 
with the growing number of standards and tech-
nical rules imposed by the market and the ever 
higher demands, technical barriers to trade are 
becoming a increasingly important issue.

In the case of a national quality infrastructure, we 
must at the very least, ensure access to interna-
tional standards and technical regulations, guar-
antee reliable measurements, and set up a system 
that will allow accreditation of Afghan testing 
�D�Q�G���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���V�X�F�K���D���Z�D�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
results of these bodies will be internationally rec-
ognized and accepted.  A quality infrastructure 
also supports local industries and consumers. In 
most cases, Afghanistan will have to utilize vol-
untary standards and mandatory technical regula-
tions that conform to international requirements. 
For instance, when exporting agricultural and 
food products, it is necessary as a minimum to 
demonstrate compliance with international sani-
tary, phytosanitary and safety standards. Other 
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�X�V�W���D�O�V�R���E�H���P�H�W���V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�R�V�H���U�H-
lated to packaging and labeling. 

�$�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �$�I�J�K�D�Q�L�V�W�D�Q�¶�V�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H����
there is a need access to credible conformity as-
sessment services. These are needed for a variety 
of purposes, including:

Demonstration that products, pro¬cesses, ser-
vices, commodities and personnel meet required 
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�¤�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H�V�H���P�D�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�¤�P�H�Q�W�V��
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���R�U���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q������
�S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�U�V�¶���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�U�D�G�H���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V���H�W�F��

Improving international trading opportuni-
ties by reducing technical barriers to trade and 
�G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�¤�L�Q�J�� �F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
of international standards, technical regulations 
�D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���V�S�H�F�L�¿�¤�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

Afghan producers must ensure that their export-
ed products comply with stated requirements, 
whether standards, technical regulations or con-
�W�U�D�F�W�X�D�O�� �R�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �&�D�S�D�F�L�W�\�� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V��
context is largely focused on the capabilities of 
�W�K�H�� �W�H�V�W�L�Q�J���� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�I�R�U�P�L�W�\�� �D�V�V�H�V�V-
�P�H�Q�W���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���$�I�J�K�D�Q���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V��
Authority. Afghan products must meet or exceed 
the requirements of international standards.

�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���H�Q�D�E�O�H��
Afghan enter¬prises to meet the demands of a 
multi¬lateral trading system and to ensure and to 
prove that their products conform to international 
standards for both business buyers and of regu-
latory authorities. This is a complex challenge 
that has to be met in several organizational di-
mensions including the public and private sector 
sectors, academia, trade associations, and other 
stakeholders. 

Private sector involvement is crucial to the over-

all success of a national quality program; they are 

�W�K�H���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V���R�I���V�X�F�K���D���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��
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�W�K�D�W���V�R�P�H���H�[�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���¿�Q�G���L�W���H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W�����L�I��

not impossible to meet regional an international 

standards and proof of compliance.

The three main components of the quality 
infrastruc¬ture are metrology, stan¬dardization 
�D�Q�G���F�R�Q�I�R�U�P�L�W�\���D�V�V�H�V�V�¤�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���R�I���L�P-
plementing a quality infrastructure for improv-
�L�Q�J���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R��
world markets cannot be achieved without the 
ability to make reliable measurements and to be 
able to demonstrate that products con¬form to 
�W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���V�S�H�F�L�¿�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V��

These activities provide a vital link to global 
trade, market access and export competitive-
�Q�H�V�V�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�� �F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H��
in product safety, quality, health and the environ-

ment. These elements are the components of what 
we call a National Quality Infrastructure.

What is a quality infrastructure? Metrology, stan-
dards, conformity assessment and quality man-
agement are vital to products and product pro-
cesses; although consumers are not always aware 
of it. Yet these same consumers often use quality 
�P�D�U�N�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�U�V�� �D�V�� �D�� �J�X�L�G�H�� �Z�K�H�Q��
making purchasing decisions. Each and all of the 
quality infrastructure components are essential to 
production and trade, and they are closely related.

To improve export potential of Afghan, producers 
must meet the requirements of the target markets 
in terms of quality, safety, reliability, environ-
mental compatibility and hygiene and they must 
be able to provide credible proof of this. This is all 

METROLOGY
�0�H�D�V�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W���6�W�D�Q-

dards Underpin Test-

�L�Q�J���	���&�D�O�L�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q

CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT
Proof that Technical 

�5�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���$�U�H���0�H�W��

�7�H�V�W�L�Q�J�����L�Q�V�S�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q��

ACCREDITATION
Insures 

�&�R�P�S�H�W�H�Q�F�H

C
U

S
T

O
M

E
RS

U
P

P
LI

E
R

STANDARDS
�6�S�H�F�L�¿�F���7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���5�H-

quirements of a Product 

�R�U���6�\�V�W�H�P
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The Quality Infrastructure

Why does Afghanistan need a 

quality Infrastructure?

As part of its endeavor to increases exports, Af-
ghanistan needs to introduce international stan-
dards and conformity assessment procedures and 
promote their adoption and implementation in 
order to take advantage of export opportunities 
in the short and medium term and becoming a 
Member of WTO in the long-term.

There are many technical challenges facing af-
ghan exports

�,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V�� �T�X�H�V�W�� �W�R�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�S�R�U�W��
�W�U�D�G�H���� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\�� �W�R�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�V�� �R�X�W�V�L�G�H�� �W�K�H�� �6�R�X�W�K-
ern Asian region there is the general lack of 
technical capacity, skilled scientists, technicians, 
�H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�V�����V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�����H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���F�D-
pable of testing and certifying Afghan products 
in accordance with international standards. A 
second technical challenge is the lack of in-coun-
�W�U�\�� �W�H�V�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �O�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �E�R�W�K��
�W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�H�F�W�R�U�V�����$�1�6�$���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V��
laboratories in other government agencies are not 
capable or accredited to perform product testing 
�D�Q�G���L�V�V�X�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����V�D�I�H�W�\���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H��
recognized by potential global trading partners.

Present export technical barriers to trade for Af-
ghanistan include:

�/�D�F�N���R�I�� �T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G���O�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�L�H�V���W�R���W�H�V�W���D�Q�G���F�H�U�W�L�I�\��
products.

�/�D�F�N���R�I���W�U�D�L�Q�H�G���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���V�W�D�I�I

�/�D�F�N���R�I���K�D�Q�G�V���R�Q���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G���R�I���P�H�D-

�V�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�����P�H�W�U�R�O�R�J�\��

�/�D�F�N�� �R�I�� �E�D�V�L�F�� �O�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�\�� �H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�V�W�U�X-

ments

�/�D�F�N���R�I���D���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�F�F�U�H�G�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���E�R�G�\��

�/�D�F�N���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���S�D�F�N�D�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���O�D-

beling capabilities.

�/�D�F�N���R�I���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���R�I���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���L�Q��

general and hence the lack of implementation of 

standards.

�/�D�F�N���R�I���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���X�V�H���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�W�D�Q-

dards

�/�D�F�N�� �R�I�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�R�Q�I�R�U�P�L�W�\�� �D�V�V�H�V�V-

ment procedures.

�/�D�F�N�� �R�I�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �X�V�H�� �R�I�� �E�D�V�L�F�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\��

�J�R�R�G�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� ���*�0�3���� �D�Q�G�� �J�R�R�G��

�D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V�����*�$�3������

�7�K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� �%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���$�V�V�R-

ciations that issue export authorizations, which 

�L�P�S�O�L�H�V�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\���� �W�K�H�V�H�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H�V��

have no conformity assessment procedures that 

support compliance to any standard, thus not ac-

cepted outside of Afghanistan, but are required 

for export. 

�/�D�F�N�� �R�I�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D�Q�G��

�U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���0�$�6���4���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V������

The essential ingredients for market competitive-

ness and economic growth

For Afghanistan to compete and succeed in to-

�G�D�\�¶�V���J�O�R�E�D�O���P�D�U�N�H�W�����W�U�D�G�H�U�V�����S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�X�S-

�S�O�L�H�U�V�� �P�X�V�W���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\�� �¿�Q�G�� �D�� �E�X�\�H�U���� �E�X�W���P�X�V�W���D�O�V�R��

ensure that their products meet the importing 

�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�W�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O��

�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�V�¶�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �:�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �U�H-

quirements are much the same for all suppliers 

�D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�H���D���O�H�Y�H�O���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���¿�H�O�G�����H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V��
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Consumer! Your Role Is In-

�Á�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O����
Every cou societies wish to garner the ben-
�H�¿�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�L�G�H�U���Z�R�U�O�G���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�U�D�G�H�����$�V��
a result there is an increasing awareness of the 
needs to discuss, compare and improve infrastruc-
�W�X�U�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q-
cy, and market access for goods and services for 
both developed and developing countries. This is 
where metrology, standardization and conformity 
assessment come in. They enable sustained de-
velopment and full participation in international 
trade. 

Apart from the technical aspects of establish-
ing and enhancing the aforementioned systems, 
making the quality infrastructure in a country, 
consumer participation and contribution in the 
�S�U�R�F�H�V�V���L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�������&�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V���H�[�S�H�F�W���W�K�D�W���V�H�U-
vices and products will be consistent in quality, 
�G�X�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �H�D�V�H�� �R�I�� �X�V�H���� �6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�� �D�U�H�� �Y�R�O�X�Q-
tary rules and guidelines that help to ensure that 
products and services are safe, healthy, and envi-
ronmentally sound, with improved quality, dura-
bility, operational compatibility in a lower cost 
for consumers. 

While the contribution of experts from industry, 
government and academia are essential to ensure 
the technical validity of standards, an important 
element of the standards process is that all inter-
ested and materially affected parties must have 
�W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���W�D�N�H���S�D�U�W�����&�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���D�Q�G���X�V�H�U��
contribution to the standard development pro-
cess add a balanced, impartial view and help to 
�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�\�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �U�H�À�H�F�W�� �P�R�U�H��
accurately the needs and desires of the entire 
�P�D�U�N�H�W�S�O�D�F�H���� �8�V�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q��
�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���E�R�W�K���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�H�W�\����

Not only is the consumer prospective integrated 
into the standardization process, but also partici-
pation in the process results in a more informed 
consumer. These people are more likely to assist 
in the use and implementation of standards. The 
role of the informed consumer should extend to 
encourage the demand for products and services 
conforming to these standards. 

With due consideration to this fact, International 
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���,�6�2���� �D�G�R�S�W�H�G��
�U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�������������W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���S�D�U�W�L�F�L-
�S�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�� �Z�R�U�N���� �6�L�P�L�O�D�U�� �W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J�� �Z�D�V��
�U�H�À�H�F�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�� �W�D�N�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �\�H�D�U��
�E�\�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �(�O�H�F�W�U�R���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��
���,�(�&������

�$�W�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �O�H�Y�H�O���� �&�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D-
tional plays an important role in helping to chan-
�Q�H�O���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶���Y�L�H�Z�V���L�Q�W�R���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����:�L�W�K��
�������� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �L�Q�� �R�Y�H�U�� �������� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���� �&�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U��
�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���K�H�O�S�V���W�R���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�¶���D�F-
tivities in the process. National and international 
standard bodies need to provide consumer par-
ticipation in the process. When consumer re-
sources are limited, the priority areas should be 
determined and consumer participation must be 
promoted. 

�6�L�Q�F�H�� �$�I�J�K�D�Q�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�� �$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\��
���$�1�6�$���� �K�D�V�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�G�� �S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
standards in the country and twenty one National 
�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G�� �E�\�� �6�X�S�U�H�P�H�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O��
�R�I���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����6�&�6�����U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���L�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���¿�H�O�G�V���R�I��
Food and Agricultural Products, Petroleum Prod-
ucts, Environment, Textile and Electro-technical, 
it is crucial to develop and launch comprehensive 
public awareness programs to encourage active 
contribution and participation of consumers and 
users in standardization process in Afghanistan. 



����

these commodities. Access to more promising re-
gional and global markets has proved to be chal-
lenging for Afghan producers unable to realize 
and meet market needs. 

The Government of Afghanistan is committed 
to the market economy led by the private sector 
and has been making efforts to promote invest-
ment and support the manufacturing and export 
industries. One of the valuable steps towards the 
ambitious goal of building the capacity of Afghan 
private sector to take the lead in the economic 
activities was the establishment of the Afghan 
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�����$�1�6�$�������$�1�6�$���L�V��
committed to tackling the technical challenges of 
building a quality infrastructure, which will in-
clude metrology, accreditation, standardization, 
and conformity assessment including product 
�D�Q�G���V�\�V�W�H�P���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�H�V�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���T�X�D�O�L�W�\����

�7�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���$�1�6�$�¶�V���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���3�O�D�Q���L�V���W�R���S�U�R-
vide direction and leadership on how to use the 
international system of standardization to best 
advance the social and economic well-being of 
Afghans in a global economy. This includes, 
among other things, protection of health, safety 
and the environment as well as the rewards of 
trade and economic competitiveness. 

�6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���L�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���J�X�L�G�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���R�I���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W��
and future participants in the full range of metrol-
ogy, accreditation and standardization processes 
– including development, application and imple-
mentation of a National Quality

Infrastructure based on international standards, 
and best practices. The strategy is aimed at ensur-
ing that standardization activities are organized 
to improve access to existing and new markets 
for Afghan goods and service and to build com-
petitive advantage through technology and infor-

mation transfer and global market intelligence. 
Furthermore, the strategy will help to meet the 
needs of an evolving regulatory and policy en-
vironment and communicate effectively the role 
�D�Q�G�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�� �R�I�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���� �P�H�W�U�R�O�R�J�\���� �D�F-
creditation and conformity assessment practices. 

�7�K�L�V���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���3�O�D�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���I�R�U������������
�±���������������&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�[�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���W�H�F�K-
�Q�L�F�D�O���Z�R�U�N�V�����W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�����K�X-
man, and technology resources is quite obvious 
and sensible. Implementation of this strategy is 
expected to bring in tangible improvements in 
quality of Afghan goods and services; and thus 
facilitating access to more lucrative markets with 
resultant positive impact on trade balance as well 
as to contribute to the efforts for consumer and 
environment protection efforts. 

�2�Q�F�H�� �D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G�� �E�\�� �6�X�S�U�H�P�H�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� �R�I�� �6�W�D�Q-
�G�D�U�G�V���� �$�1�6�$�� �6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�� �3�O�D�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G��
in a conference to all stakeholders and donors in 
Afghanistan. 
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At the international level, standards are becom-
ing a pillar of the new global trading system. As 
barriers to trade and investment are eliminated 
and information technologies continue to evolve, 
standardization is taking on an increasingly im-
portant role in global affairs. At the same time, 
new international agreements and codes are set-
ting out guidelines for a broad range of health, 

safety and environment issues. 

Equally important are the realities of the 
�$�I�J�K�D�Q�L�V�W�D�Q�� �¿�V�F�D�O�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���� �6�L�Q�F�H��
2002 reconstruction of the infrastruc-
tures has been focused on by the inter-
national community and deemed as the 
main responsibility of the government 
�R�I�� �$�I�J�K�D�Q�L�V�W�D�Q���� �6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�H�G�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F��
growth is considered a pillar of success 
for the Afghan Government. Trade fa-
cilitation and economic reconstruction 
including the rules and institutions that 
enable market economy through diver-
�V�L�¿�H�G�� �G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H��
import substitutions and gradual export 
promotion are prerequisite to achieve 
such ambitious goal. 

�0�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �W�Z�R�� �G�H�F�D�G�H�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�� �G�H-
stroyed production capabilities with re-
sultant dependence of imports. Afghani-
�V�W�D�Q���U�X�Q�V���D���W�U�D�G�H���G�H�¿�F�L�W�����0�D�U�N�H�W�V���D�F�U�R�V�V��
�W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���D�U�H���À�R�R�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���O�R�Z���T�X�D�O�L�W�\����
mostly smuggled, but inexpensive, im-
ported articles which make the environ-
ment tougher for domestic competitors. 
Production capability progressively de-
clined and the embryonic manufacturing 
industry seems to be unable to compete 

�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���À�R�R�G���R�I���L�P�S�R�U�W�V���Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���H�I�I�H�F-

�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�Q

A Turning Point For Development of  Quality Infrastruc-
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